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Oregon State University Launch Free
Permaculture Introductory Course
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Published: March 17, 2016

Andrew Millison has designed a free 4 week introductory permaculture course with
university backing. You can sign up anywhere in the world. What's not to love?!

Oregon State University is providing free access to the knowledge and tools needed to help
combat climate change and other world issues in a massive open online course, or MOOC, on
sustainable landscape design this spring taught by Andrew Millioson. This is fantastic news for
anyone in the world who wants to learn permaculture design but can't either take the time off
work or afford to do an introductory course.

The four-week course, Intro to Permaculture, is a public education project that will enable
students worldwide to learn about and design sustainable landscapes and ecosystems in a highly
interactive way.

The class begins May 2, and registration will open March 14.

The practical use of permaculture design techniques makes the course information easily
applicable to a person’s life, said instructor Andrew Millison, an experienced permaculture
design teacher based in the USA.

“I’ve seen exponential growth in permaculture in recent years because it directly addresses many
of the issues that are on people’s minds, such as climate change, food security and the alleviation
of poverty,” he said. “Permaculture offers solutions to these issues, and this course gives people
a way to make a positive impact.”


http://www.permaculture.co.uk/news/%5Bdd%5D%5Bmm%5D%5Byy%5D%5Bnid%5D/oregon-state-university-launch-free-permaculture-introductory-course
http://open.oregonstate.edu/courses/permaculture
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Using interactive web apps, satellite imagery from Google Maps and Millison’s digital animation
drawings as a guide, students will create their own landscape design site online through a series
of detailed mapping exercises. By the end of the four weeks, students will be able to articulate
major design strategies for each climate.

In essence, the course aims to help people see the world like never before.

“Permaculture gives people a new lens with which to see the landscape,” said Millison, who has
20 years of experience in the field. “The high-production visual element we’ll use in this class
will really bring the activities to life in a way I’ve never seen before.”

The development of the MOOC is a joint effort of Open Oregon State, OSU Professional and
Continuing Education, Oregon State Ecampus and OSU Extension and Experiment Station
Communications.

“OSU’s strategic plan calls on us to be responsible stewards of environmental and social
systems, locally and globally,” said Open Oregon State Director Dianna Fisher. “By working
with the other units to develop and offer this course for free online, we can help learners
everywhere do their part to address key world issues.”

This is the second MOOC offered by Oregon State and first to be developed in-house. In 2014,
the university partnered with Stanford University and the Oregon Department of Education to
deliver a MOOC for K-12 educators that attracted more than 5,000 participants worldwide.

Watch this space for more announcements for free educational programs!



http://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/in-the-news/release/mooc-launch-2014.htm

