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By John Light 

Three of the world’s biggest polluters — China, Brazil, and the U.S. — all announced new 

strategies to tackle climate change today. 

China unveiled its long-awaited pledge for the U.N. climate talks to be held in Paris this 

December. (Such pledges are known in wonk-speak as Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions, or INDCs.) The country is committing to a more ambitious goal for cutting the 

amount of greenhouse gases emitted for each unit of economic growth. 

From the BBC: 

“The statement, released following a meeting in Paris between [Chinese Prime 

Minister Li Keqiang] and French President Francois Hollande, said China aimed 

to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions per unit of GDP by 60-65% by 2030, from 

2005 levels. 

“The carbon intensity target builds on a previous plan to cut carbon intensity by 

40-45% by 2020.” 

The pledge also reiterates China’s intention to halt the rise of its greenhouse gas emissions by 

2030, and to get about 20 percent of its electricity from non–fossil fuel sources by that same 

year, as first announced in a deal with the U.S. in November. That still gives the country 15 years 

to keep increasing its climate pollution, but Li said China will “strive for the earliest possible 

peak,” and there are other signs that the country in fact plans to meet and exceed its goals faster 

http://grist.org/news/china-brazil-and-the-u-s-all-unveil-new-climate-goals/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=update&utm_campaign=socialflow
https://grist.org/author/john-light/
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-33317451
http://grist.org/climate-energy/new-u-s-china-climate-deal-is-a-game-changer/
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than it is committing to. China’s coal consumption has dropped off dramatically. The country is 

also now one of the world’s biggest investors in renewable energy. 

Just a few hours after the China announcement, President Obama and Brazilian President Dilma 

Rousseff — the leaders of the Western Hemisphere’s two most populous countries — came 

forward with their own climate announcement. The leaders promised to have their countries 

running on 20 percent non-hydroelectric renewables by 2030. (Brazil gets a lot of its energy 

from controversial hydroelectric projects.) 

“This is a big deal,” Obama climate aide Brian Deese said on a press call. “For the United States, 

it will require tripling the amount of renewable energy on our electricity grid. … For Brazil, it 

will require more than doubling.” 

Brazil also promised to restore 12 million hectares of forests by 2030 while continuing to put in 

place “policies aimed at eliminating illegal deforestation.” This, too, is important, as 

deforestation and the emissions it produces present a double threat to the climate. And the two 

countries pledged to work together to push for an ambitious outcome at the Paris climate talks.

 

http://grist.org/news/india-slaps-taxes-on-coal-while-china-uses-less-of-it/
http://www.theclimategroup.org/what-we-do/news-and-blogs/china-accounts-for-29-of-worlds-total-renewable-energy-investment/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/brazil-building-more-dams-across-amazon/2013/02/09/f23a63ca-6fba-11e2-b35a-0ee56f0518d2_story.html
http://phys.org/news/2015-06-brazil-ink-renewables-goal-vow.html#jCp
http://grist.org/news/the-u-n-surprises-everyone-with-a-breakthrough-deal-to-slow-deforestation/

